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TN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently amended) A method to a data processing system for preventing exchange of 
viruses with a device wirelesslv coupled to the data proces sing system, the method comprising: 

maintaining preexisting content for the device in a first location in the data processing 
Ryatet n, the preexisting content being a d u nlicate copy of executable code maintained within the 
device and used bv the device for intemal operation of the device: 

placing new content associated with the device in a second location, wherein the new 
content is an update to replace at least some of the preexisting content; 

combining the preexisting content and the new content in a third location to form merged 
content; 

performing a check for viruses on the merged content prior to performing a transfer of the 
new content; and 

storing the merged content as the preexisting content that is maintained in the data 
processing system if a virus is absent from the merged content 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

sending the merged content to the device if a virus is absent from the merged content. 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the data processing system 
receives the new content from the device. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the device is one of a personal 
digital assistan t, o laptop oomput ^ jand a wireless telephon e r ond a poroonol oomputgr . 

6. (Original) TTie method of claim 1 , wherein the first location is a hard disk drive in the 
data processing system. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1, \vhercin the first location is a hard disk drive in a 
storage system remote to the data processing system* 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the third location is a random access memory 
in the data processing system. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of placing, maintaining, and 
performing are initiated in response to a synchronization process between the data processing 
system and the device. 

10. (Currently amended) A method in a data processing system for preventing transmission of 
viruses dynamically ditf ing a synchronization between the data nrocessing system and fl device, 
where the data processing svstem provides device operating code utxiates to th e device during the 
Rvnchronization, comprising the steps of: 

receiv ing, bv the data processing svatcm, a request to synchronize ft die device; 

identifyin g, by the data processing system, new content associated with the device; 

combinin g, bv the data processing system^ the new content with existing content to form 
merged content; and 

checkin g, by the data processing system, the merged content for viruses prior to 
synchronizing the device, 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10^ wherein the new content is content received from the 
device. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the new content is content to be sent to the 
device. 

13. (Currently amended) A data processing system for preventing exchang e of viruses with a 
device wirelesslv coupled to the data t)rocessing svstenu coniprising: 

a bus system; 
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a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of 
instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the 
set of instructions to maintain preexisting content for a device in a first location in the data 
processing system, place new content associated with the device in a second location, wherein 
the new content is an update to replace at least some of the preexisting content, combine the 
preexisting content and the new content in a third location to form merged content, perform a 
check for viruses on the merged content, and store the merged content as the preexisting content 
that is maintained on the data processing system if a virus is absent from the merged content^ 
wherein the preexisting content is a duplicate copy of executa ble code maintained withip the 
device and used bv the device for internal operation of the device, 

14. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 3, wherem the bus system includes a 
primary bus and a secondary bus* 

15. (Original) The data processing system of claim 13, wherein the bus system comprises a 
single bus. 

16. (Original) The data processing system of claim 13, wherein the processing unit includes a 
plurality of processors. 

17. (Original) The data processing system of claim 13, wherein the processing unit hicludes a 
single processor, 

1 8. (Currently amended) A data processing system for preventing exchange of viruses with a 
device wirelesslv coupled to the data processing system , the data processing system comprising: 

maintaining means for maintaining preexisting content for a ^ device in a first location 
in the data processing RystftTn, the preexisting content bein^ a duplic ate codv of executable code 
maintained within the device and used bv the device for internal operat ion of the device: 

placing means for placing new content associated with the device in a second location, 
wherein the new content is an update to replace at least some of the preexisting content; 
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combining means for combining the preexisting content and the new content in a third 
Icxjation to form merged content; 

performing means for performing a check for viruses on the merged content prior to 
performing a transfer of the new content: and 

storing means for storing the merged content as the preexisting content that is maintained 
in the data processing system if a virus is absent from the merged content. 

19. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 8 further comprising: 

sending means for sending the merged content to the device if a virus is absent from the 
merged content. 

20. (Previously presented) The data processing system of claim 1 8 further comprising: 
receivmg means for receiving the new content from the device. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 18, wherein the device is one 
of a personal digital assistan t r ft - laptop oomput e r, Mid a wireless telephone , and a p e rsonal 
oomput e f , 

23. (Original) The data processing system of claim 18, wherein the first location is a hard 
disk drive in the data processing system, 

24- (Original) The data processing system of claim 18, wherein the first location is a hard 
disk drive in a storage system remote to the data processing system, 

25. (Original) The data processing system of claim 18» wherein the third location is a random 
access memory in the data processing system. 
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26. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 8, wherein the steps of placing, 
mainiaining, and performing are initiated in response to a synchronization process between the 
data piocessing system and the device. 

27. (Currently amended) A data processing system for preventing transmission of viruses 
dynamically during a synchronization between the data processing sys tem and a device, where 
the data processing system provides device operating code updates to the device during the 
synchronization , the data proceaginyr system comprising; 

receiving means for receiving a request to synchronize a device; 
identifying means for identifying new content associated with the device; 
combining means for combining the new content with existing content to form merged 
content; and 

checking means for checking the merged content for viruses prior to synchronizing the 

device. 

28. (Original) The data processing system of claim 27, wherein the niew content is content 
received from the device. 

29. (Original) The data processing system of ckim 27, wherein the new content is content to 
be sent to the deyioe, 

30; (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable medium for 
use in a data processing system for preventing exchange of viruses with a device wirelesslv 
coupled to the data procesainp system , the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for maintaining preexisting content for e ^ device m a first location in 
the data processing system , the preexisting content being a duplicate yppy of executable code 
maintained within the device and used bv the device for internal operation of tt^^ device : 

second instructions for placing new content associated with the device in a second 
location, wherein the new content is an update to replace at least some of the preexisting content; 

third instructions for combining the preexisting content and the new content in a third 
location to form merged content; 
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fourth instructions for performing a check for viruses on the merged content prior to 
performing a transfer of the new content; and 

fifth instructions for storing the merged content as the preexisting content that is 
maintained in the data processing System if a virus is absent from the merged content 

3 1 . (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable medium for 
use in a data processing system for preventing transmission of viruses dynamically 4urinj^ a 
avnchromzation between the data processing system and a d evice, where the data oroce^sing 
ftvstem provides device onerating code u pdates to the device dur ing the synchronization, the 
computer program product comprising; 

first instructions for receiving a request to synchronize a device; 

second instructions for identifying new content associated with the device; 

third instructions for combining the new content with existing content to form merged 
content; and 

fourth instructions for checking the merged content for viruses prior to synchronizing the 

device. 
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